CHAPTER

PIONEER DAYS AND WAYS

ABBIVED on the lower Ohio, or one of its tribu-
taries, the pioneer looked out upon a land of
remarkable riches. It was not a Mexico or a
Peru, with emblazoned palaces and glittering tem-
ples, nor yet a California, with gold-flecked sands.
It was merely an unending stretch of wooded
hills and grassy plains, bedecked with majestic
forests and fructifying rivers and lakes. It had
no treasures save for the man of courage, indus-
try, and patience; but for such it held home, broad
acres, liberty, and the coveted opportunity for so-
cial equality and advancement.

The new country has been commonly thought
of, and referred to by writers on the history of the
West, as a "wilderness"; and offhand, one might
suppose that the settlers were obliged literally to
hew their way through densely grown vegetation

to the spots which they selected for tneir homes.
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